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PREFACE. 


This  sermon  is  printed  precisely  as  it  was  preached. 
It  may  thus,  it  is  hoped,  be  no  unpleasing  memento 
to  my  late  fellow  candidates  for  the  sacred  office  of 
the  ministry,  and  to  myself,  of  a  most  eventful  day 
in  our  lives.  Portions  of  the  original  manuscript* 
which,  on  account  of  its  too  great  length,  were  not 
delivered  from  the  pulpit,  have  been  either  alto- 
gether omitted  or  embodied  in  notes.  Whoever  has 
closely  observed  what  has  of  late  been  passing  around 
us,  will  scarcely  be  disposed  to  undervalue  the  pre- 
sent importance  of  several  subjects  herein  glanced  at. 
If  I  am  any  w^here  indebted  to  others  for  a  turn  of 
thought  or  expression,  I  am  unable  (except  where  it 
has  been  done)  to  do  more  than  thus  generally  ac- 


knowledge  it :  I  may,  perhaps,  mention  in  particular, 
that  the  solid  and  sterling  excellence  of  the  writings 
of  the  *  author  of  the  "  Bishopric  of  Souls"  leaves  an 
impression  on  the  mind  not  easily  effaced. 

G.  C.  H. 

Droitwich, 

Dec.  29th,  1843. 

*  Rev.  R.   W.   Evans,  Vicar  of  Heversham,  late  Fellow  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 


SERMON, 


2  Timothy  ii.  15. 


"  Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that 
needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth." 

Perhaps  there  is  no  scene  on  earth  more  solemn, 
no  transaction  in  which  there  is  involved  a  greater 
amount  of  human  responsibility,  than  that  in  which 
we  are  here  assembled  to  be  engaged.  Whether  for 
him  who  by  Divine  appointment  seals  our  ministerial 
commission,  or  for  us,  who  receive  it  at  his  hands, 
the  occasion  is  one  full  of  holy  fear.  Yea,  and  for 
this  assembly,  who  are  here  to  witness  the  investiture 
of  their  future  ministers  with  the  ministerial  office, 
this  solemn  occasion  may  be  improved  by  many  a 
devout  meditation,  and  by  many  a  fervent  prayer 
that  God  will  pour  out  his  blessing  upon  those  whom 


8 

He  has  called.  We  come — a  part  as  yet  untried 
in  the  ministry,  looking  forward  with  holy  joy  to 
days  to  be  devoted  to  our  Master's  service — a  part 
during  the  brief  period  of  our  probation  as  deacons, 
having  had  just  sufficient  experience  to  feel  the  vast- 
ness  of  the  work  in  strong  contrast  with  our  own 
infirmity  and  insufficiency:  we  come,  it  may  be, 
with  some  divergencies  of  feeling,  but  all  (oh,  may  it 
be  so !)  tending  to  one  pure  and  holy  centre,  the 
honour  and  glory  of  Him,  to  whom  we  seek  this  day 
to  dedicate  our  best  energies  in  the  salvation  of 
souls. 

Year  after  year,  at  the  appointed  seasons,  have 
these  hallowed  walls  been  witnesses  to  this  sacred 
ordinance;  how  much  they  have  seen  of  hollow 
worldliness,  how  much  of  chequered  motive,  how 
much  of  aspirations  pure  as  any  thing  on  this  side 
the  grave  may  be,  the  great  Searcher  of  hearts  alone 
can  tell.  Oh !  may  He  have  purified  the  hearts  of 
all  of  us  this  day,  from  every  unworthy  feeling  and 
from  every  unholy  motive. 

Before  proceeding  to  our  text,  let  us  briefly  con- 
sider what,  and  how  great,  is  the  dignity  we  seek. 
If  I  magnify  it,  it  is  only  with  the  view  of  magnify- 
ing our  sense  of  its  responsibilities;  and  the  more 
this  is  magnified,  the  more  alive  shall  we  become  to 
our  duties,  and  the  more  likely  to  be  earnest  in  their 
discharge. 

Christ  our  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King,  having 
])as8ed  through  the  grave  and  gate  of  death,  is  gone 


up  on  high  before  the  throne  of  God,  tliere  to  com- 
plete, as  our  Mediator  and  Intercessor,  that  priestly 
office  which  He  commenced  on  earth  as  our  Re- 
deemer. He  has  carried  with  Him  to  heaven  that 
priestly  and  kingly  office,  of  which  heaven  is  the 
proper  sphere ;  He  has  left  on  earth  that  prophetic 
office,  which,  by  its  very  nature,  required  to  be 
exercised  on  earth.  Our  redemption  being  no  longer 
prospective,  this  prophetic  office  is  now  contracted 
into  the  apostolic.  And  as  our  Lord  and  Master  is 
no  longer  on  earth  to  discharge  this  office  in  person,  it 
remains  that  it  be  vicariously  discharged ;  unless  we 
resort  to  the  inadmissible  supposition  that  it  was 
then  to  fall  to  the  ground,  when  circumstances 
required  it  in  its  fullest  energy. 

But  leaving  the  conclusions  of  reason,  and  looking 
to  facts,  we  find  that  our  Lord,  before  He  ascended 
to  the  Father,  appointed  as  representatives  of  his 
apostolic  office  men  whom  He  had  chosen  to  be  his 
followers,  and  had  instructed  during  his  sojourn  on 
earth.  Though  directed  to  tarry  at  Jerusalem  for  the 
promise  of  the  Father,  they  had  ^  already  been  com- 
pletely invested  with  their  apostolic  commission  by 
the  Divine  Head  of  the  Church  Himself  while  on 
earth,  "as  distinct  from  and  independent  of  the 
general  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost^"  And,  accordingly,  we  find  that  their  first 
act  was  by  restoring  the  numerical  integrity  of  the 

^  Matt,  xxviii.  18,  19,  20.     Luke  xxiv.  50.     John  xx.  22. 
*  Alford's  seventh  Hulsean  Lecture  for  1842. 
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apostolic  body,  "  to  assert  its  distinctness  from  the 
rest  of  the  Christian  society." 

That  Jesus  transferred  to  them  the  very  apostolic 
office  which  He  had  Himself  received  from  the 
Father,  is  clear  from  the  words  of  St.  John,  "As 
my  Father  hath  sent  Me,  so  send  I  you  ^"  And  St. 
Mark  expresses  with  striking  brevity,  in  a  single 
verse,  the  leaving  by  Christ  of  his  apostolic  office 
on  earth,  and  the  carrying  of  his  priestly  office  to 
heaven.  "  So  after  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  them 
(e.  e.  had  charged  them  with  their  commission)  he  was 
received  up  into  heaven,  and  sat  on  the  right  hand  of 
God*."  And  in  the  next  verse  the  Evangelist  tells  us 
how  they  began  to  pursue  their  apostolic  vocation, 
whereunto  they  had  been  called  of  the  Lord :  "  They 
went  forth  and  preached  every  where,  the  Lord 
working  with  them,  and  confirming  the  word  with 
signs  following." 

The  extent  of  their  authority  may  be  deduced 
from  our  Lord's  words  in  the  gospels  alone.  They 
were  commissioned  by  Him  to  teach  and  to  bap- 
tize * ;  to  administer  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  ® ;  to  declare  absolution  to  the  penitent,  and 
vengeance  to  the  impenitent ' ;  to  frame  authorita- 
tive rules  for  the  government  of  the  Church^.  We 
find  no  investiture  with  any  mediatorial  office ;  our 
great  High  Priest  having,  once  for  all,  and  for  all 

'  John  XX.  21.  *  Mark  xvi.  19. 

*  Matt,  xxviii.  19.  *  Luke  xxii.  19. 

'  John  XX.  23.  "  Matt,  xviii.  18. 


11 


men,  made  atonement  on  earth,  and  sitting  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  until  the  judgment-day,  to  plead 
this  atonement  in  heaven,  the  office  of  sacrificing 
priest  was  for  ever  abolished  among  men ;  but  their 
appointment  as  teachers  was  required  to  instruct  the 
ignorance  of  the  world  ;  as  dispensers  of  sacraments, 
to  counteract  the  spiritual  pride  and  enthusiasm  of 
human  nature ;  as  spiritual  governors,  to  check  the 
turbulence  and  wilfulness  of  man.  This  was  all. 
The  perpetuity  of  their  office  is  clear — 

(1)  From  the  nature  of  the  case.  The  objects  of 
their  ministrations  are  not  transitory  :  men 
still  require  to  be  instructed,  to  be  guided,  to 
be  disciplined. 

(2)  From  our  Lord's  gracious  promise  while  on 
earth  ^. 

(3)  From  the  fact  that  the  apostles,  when  about 
to  quit  the  scene  of  their  earthly  labours,  ap- 
pointed successors  by  an  outward  ordinance. 

The  above  are  briefly  the  scriptural  grounds  for 
our  belief  in  one  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church, 
involving  as  its  fundamental  principle  the  perpetuity 
of  a  regularly   ordained  ministry.     Acting  on  this 

^  Matt,  xxviii.  20.  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world  " — a  promise  uttered  to  the  apostles  specially 
and  alone,  though  they  were  at  the  time  by  no  means  the  only 
believers  in  Jerusalem — a  promise  which  as  it  could  not  be 
fulfilled  in  them  (they  being  long  since  dead,  and  the  world  not 
yet  ended),  could  only  be  fulfilled  in  a  succession  of  men  invested 
with  like  authority. 
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belief,  we  are  present  here  to-day,  seeking  to  enter 
the  ranks  of  this  ministry,  to  receive  this  gift  from 
the  hands  of  him  who  is  over  us  in  the  Lord,  as 
Timothy  received  it  by  the  imposition  of  St.  Paul's 
hands.  As  we  desire  the  same  gift  as  Timothy, 
so  let  us  give  heed  to  the  same  advice  as  he  did ;  a 
small  fragment  it  is  true,  but  one  from  which  we 
may  perhaps  draw  some  profitable  reflections,  not 
unsuitable  to  present  times  and  emergencies.  But 
it  may  be  asked.  What  have  we  to  do  with  times 
and  seasons,  and  phases  of  opinion  ?  The  truth  as  it 
is  in  Jesus  is  one  and  immutable  :  true  it  is  so  ;  but 
the  tide  of  human  waywardness  and  infirmity  now 
sets  in  one  direction,  now  in  another  ;  the  sandbanks 
of  error  keep  shifting  up  and  down,  and  across  the 
stream  of  truth.  The  nature  of  the  ground  on  which 
our  warfare  is  carried  on  keeps  changing.  The 
enemy  wearies  us  every  day  with  some  new  device : 
his  outposts  are  not  where  they  were,  nor  will  be 
shortly  where  they  are  now.  The  Christian  minister 
must  shape  his  course,  must  order  his  forces,  must 
take  his  ground  accordingly.  Though  he  is  to  let 
his  "  eyelids  look  straight  before  him,"  yet  must  he  be 
on  his  guard,  lest  he  be  surprised  by  an  ambush  from 
this  quarter  or  that. 

Brethren, — he  who  addresses  you  feels  that  he 
has  no  rich  store  of  experience,  from  which  to  draw 
advice  for  these  troublous  times ;  yet,  having  of 
late  been  a  fellow-workman  in  like  circumstances 
with  many  of  you,  whom  a  year  ago  he  met  round 
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yonder  altar,  seeking,  he  earnestly  hopes,  the  same 
high  and  holy  ends  with  all  of  yon,  he  prays  that 
sympathy  may  give  to  his  words  a  force  which  they 
possess  not  in  themselves,  and  this  the  more  as 
they  reiterate,  though  feebly,  much  of  that  which 
was  yesterday  addressed  to  us  with  authority  \ 
May  God  give  us  grace  thus  to  take  sweet  counsel 
together  to  his  glory,  and  to  our  edification  and 
comfort. 

And  now  let  us  address  ourselves  to  the  text: 
"  Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a 
workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly 
dividing  the  word  of  truth."  Firstly,  we  must  study : 
yea,  brethren,  indeed  must  we  study,  the  will  of  God, 
the  ways  of  God,  the  works  of  God :  the  will  of 
God  in  his  word ;  the  ways  of  God  not  there  only, 
but  also  in  the  history  of  his  Church  amid  empires 
and  nations  in  the  latter  days ;  the  works  of  God  in 
the  heaven  above  and  in  the  earth  beneath.  All 
these  must  we  study,  for  we  shall  need  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  them  all.  The  studies  of  the  Christian 
minister  can  scarcely  be  too  varied  :  or  his  range  of 
knowledge  too  wide.  All  that  we  know  or  can 
know  will  be  useful  in  some  way  for  argument 
or  illustration,  to  satisfy  ourselves  or  others.  But 
what  must  be  the  spirit  in  which  we  study  ?  Not 
the  word  of  God  with  the  spirit  of  the  controver- 
sialist, to  silence  those  who  it  may  be  with  less  of 

^  In  his  Lordship's  private  charge  to  the  candidates. 
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human  lore  have  perhaps  more  of  divine  grace  and 
harmony  in  their  souls ;  not  the  ways  of  God  with 
mere  curiosity  of  the  antiquarian;  not  the  works  of 
God  in  the  mere  speculative  mood  of  the  philosopher  ; 
not  any  one  of  them  moved  at  all  by  love  of  human 
applause  or  distinction.  All  our  studies  must  have 
this  one  object,  that  we  may  ourselves  feel,  and 
understand,  and  illustrate  to  others  our  relation  to 
our  Creator,  Redeemer,  and  Sanctiiier.  Here  then 
is  the  spirit  for  our  studies :  "  Lord,  how  manifold 
are  thy  mercies,  how  marvellous  thy  doings  among 
the  children  of  men  !"  "  Lord,  how  wonderful  are 
thy  works ;  in  wisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all !" 

In  all  our  study  God  must  be  uppermost  in  our 
thoughts,  God  as  Creator,  God  as  Redeemer,  God 
as  Ruler  of  all  events.  And  if  ever  there  was  a 
time  when  accurate  learning,  drawn  from  original 
sources,  both  of  history  and  doctrine,  was  necessary, 
it  is  now,  when  however  much  we  may  seek  the 
calm  and  hallowed  walk  of  Christian  retirement, 
the  din  of  controversy  affrights  our  ears,  and  when 
every  inaccuracy  of  expression  used  by  one  of 
Christ's  ministers  is  flung  back  by  ungodly  men, 
as  a  missile  against  his  spouse  the  Church. 

But  there  is  another  study  most  essential  for  the 
Christian  minister.  He  is  to  be  a  fisher  of  men ; 
he  must  therefore  make  himself  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  troubled  waters  of  the  human 
heart.  He  is  to  lay  perpetual  siege  to  the  unruly 
wills   and   affections   of  sinful   men ;    tlierefore   he 
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must  have  his  chart  of  all  their  outposts  and  fast- 
nesses. The  hearts  of  men,  their  failings,  their 
foibles,  their  weaknesses,  their  points  of  access, 
must  be  his  diligent  study.  Finally,  but  most  of  all, 
we  must  study  the  Book  of  books :  and  if  this  was 
so  necessary  for  Timothy,  one  who  was  declared 
by  the  highest  authority  from  a  child  to  have  known 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  make  wise  unto  salvation  ; 
how  essential  is  it  for  us  to  be  daily  drawing  from 
their  inexhaustible  stores  !  As  the  light  of  the 
indwelling  Spirit  waxes  brighter  in  our  hearts,  we 
shall  see  clearer  and  clearer,  and  mount  higher 
and  higher,  and  nearer  to  the  throne  of  God,  as  He 
draws  us  upward  by  his  grace.  On  every  new 
reading  some  new  light  will  be  evolved,  some 
doctrine  will  become  either  more  clear  in  itself,  or 
more  clear  in  its  relation  to  other  doctrines,  until 
by  degrees  the  fulness  of  Divine  truth  will  be  re- 
vealed to  our  souls  in  all  its  lovely  and  harmonious 
proportions. 

And  now,  brethren,  to  what  end  this  study? 

Secondly,  "  To  show  thyself  approved  unto  God." 
Brethren,  mark  it  well,  *"' appr(wed  unto  God,''  not 
"  apprcrced  unto  man''  We  must  ever  bear  in  mind  that 
our  commission  is  from  on  high,  not  from  the  flock 
to  which  we  are  appointed  to  minister.  Woe  then 
be  unto  us,  if  from  fear  to  offend,  or  to  win  favour 
with  the  world,  we  speak  unto  our  flocks  smooth 
things,  and  not  right  things,  crying,  Peace,  peace, 
where  there  is  no  peace.     Still  must  we  be  wise  as 
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serpents,  yet  harmless  as  doves.  Still  must  we,  so 
far  as  in  us  lies,  so  far  as  uncompromising  regard  to 
truth  admits,  live  peaceably  with  all  men  :  becom- 
ing all  things  to  all  men,  that  we  may  by  all  means 
save  some.  To  this  end  w^e  must  be  content  to 
circumscribe  our  liberty,  if  we  may  thereby  avoid 
putting  a  stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  a  weak 
brother;  remembering,  that  though  all  things  may 
be  lawful  for  us,  all  things  are  not  expedient.  Yet 
not  one  hair's  breadth  may  we  depart  from  the 
standard  of  pure  truth. 

Were  it  only  from  the  careless  world  that  the 
faithful  minister  is  doomed  to  encounter  opposition 
and  obloquy,  he  might  well  bear  this :  but  how 
keen  and  trying  when  it  comes  from  those  among 
his  flock,  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  in  sincerity  ! 
Too  often,  alas !  some  on  this  side,  some  on  that, 
think  their  favourite  doctrine  slighted  or  not  suffi- 
ciently dwelt  upon  by  one,  who  in  striving  to  give 
to  every  doctrine  and  duty  in  the  Christian  scheme 
its  due  place  and  weight,  carefully  avoids  giving 
undue  prominence  to  any. 

Still  must  he  remember,  however  painful  his  posi- 
tion, that  he  is  to  lead  his  flock,  not  be  led  by  them. 
Here  is  his  standard.  Approved  unto  God;  not 
to  the  tastes  of  his  people.  He  owes  no  allegiance 
to  the  popular  tests  and  standards  of  the  day ;  none 
to  the  fickle,  and  wavering,  and  innovating  propen- 
sities of  men.  And  if,  brethren,  in  our  very  pulpits, 
there  be  so  great  a  temptation   to  us  to  be  men- 
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pleasers,  how  much  more  in  other  offices  of  the 
fold.  The  formalist  must  be  told,  that  though 
received  into  the  ark  of  Christ's  Church,  he  may 
still  be  lost ;  that  though  baptized  into  Christ,  still 
in  Christ  Jesus  neither  circumcision  availeth  any 
thing,  nor  uncircumcision,  but  a  new  creature ;  that 
though  admitted  to  the  brink  of  truth's  pure  stream, 
he  will  perish  if  he  drink  not;  that  though  sur- 
rounded by  the  means  of  grace,  his  mere  mechanical 
attention  to  them  will  avail  him  nought,  for  they 
are  7neans  not  ends ;  that  in  allowing  a  slavish 
reverence  for  ordinances  to  lull  him  in  security,  he 
is  steeping  his  soul  in  a  narcotic  poison. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  enthusiast  must  be  re- 
minded that  God  has  appointed  specific  means  of 
grace,  has  attached  a  blessing  to  the  faithful  use  of 
them  ;  that  they  are  therefore  generally  necessary  to 
salvation ;  that  besides  his  personal  relation  to  God, 
he  stands  implicated  in  a  social  relation  scarcely  less 
important ;  that  duties  flow  from  the  latter  as  well 
as  from  the  former,  and  will  be  neglected  at  his 
peril ;  that  the  visible  as  well  as  the  invisible 
Church  is  an  article  of  his  creed,  being  no  less  than 
a  permanent  organization  chartered  from  on  high, 
and  endowed  with  spiritual  gifts  for  the  salvation  of 
men,  constituted  to  exercise  a  formative  power  over 
its  members  rather  than  they  over  it ;  that  those, 
therefore,  who  seek  rather  to  bring  their  faith  into 
it,  than  to  derive  their  faith  through  it,  are  proceed- 
ing on  a  sad  misapprehension  of  its  true  nature  and 
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character.  Nor  must  the  Christian  minister  neglect 
the  schismatics  of  his  flock ;  for  let  him  remember 
that,  whether  they  acknowledge  him  or  not,  he  holds 
his  commission  from  God  as  their  pastor.  He  must 
tell  them,  that  to  separate  from  a  Church  which  im- 
poses no  sinful  terms  of  communion,  is  a  mangling 
of  the  body  of  Christ,  a  capricious  breach  of  that 
unity  for  which  our  Lord  so  earnestly  prayed.  If 
they  urge  that  they  do  believe  the  terms  of  com- 
munion proposed  by  our  branch  of  the  Churcli 
Catholic  to  be  sinful,  he  must  solemnly  remind  them 
that  for  this  their  belief  God  will  hold  them  re- 
sponsible ;  and  earnestly  entreat  them  to  have  a 
care,  that  they  be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  account 
of  it  at  the  last  day.  These  are  unpalatable  truths 
to  each  ;  and  it  is  only  by  keeping  stedfastly  in  view 
our  standard  of  action,  "  Approved  unto  God,  not 
unto  man,"  that  we  can  declare  them  with  the  gen- 
tleness, and  diligence,  and  judgment,  and  fidelity, 
they  demand.  Finally,  the  Christian  minister,  if  he 
would  show  himself  approved  unto  God,  must  be 
careful  to  assert  the  supremacy  of  God's  word ;  and 
this  the  circumstances  ot  the  times  will  require  him 
to  do,  on  the  one  hand.,  against  all  theories  of 
development,  however  specious  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  against  that  abuse  of  private  interpretation, 
which  would  make  the  truth  of  God  as  multiform,  as 
it  is  in  reality  uniform.  Thus  steering  his  course, 
not  timidly  along  the  shore,  by  the  shifting  and  de- 
ceitful landmarks  of  earth,  but  straight  througli  mid 
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ocean  by  the  beacons  of  heaven — a  mariner  for 
whom  the  pole-star  of  the  Spirit  is  ever  shining,  he 
may  hope  to  hear  his  approval  at  the  last  day, 
"  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant." 

But  as  he  must  study  to  show  himself  approved 
unto  God,  so  must  he,  thirdly,  study  to  show  himself 
a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed  before 
men.     The  word  here  rendered  "  workman,"  most 
commonly  denotes   an  agricultural  labourer.      The 
husbandman  who  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  as  he 
must  be  active  and  industrious,  so  must  he  temper 
his  activity  by  discretion.      On  entering  upon  his 
occupation  he  will  not,  before  he  has  well  ascer- 
tained  the   circumstances    of  his  position  and  the 
capacities   of  his   land,    hasten  to    pull    down  and 
build  up,  to  root  up  here,  and  plant  there.     So  must 
it  be  with  the  ministerial  husbandman  :  he  too,  if  he 
would  not  have  cause  to  be  ashamed,  must  be  ever 
vigilant  and  active ;  but  whatever  arrangements  in 
his  new  charge  may  strike  him  as  imperfect,  he  must 
look  to  ameliorate  by  slow  processes ;  even  where 
alteration  seems  imperative,  he  is  not  to  hurry  it  on, 
and  before  he  has  become  acquainted  with  his  posi- 
tion, startle  and  vex  by  sweeping  and  sudden  changes. 
Let  him  first  show  himself  worthy  of  the  confidence 
and  affection  of  his  people ;  the  rest  will  follow  in 
due  time.    Neither  would  the  prudent  shepherd,  if 
he  would  have  his  flock  thrive,  set  up  barriers  likely 
to  deter  them  from  the  most  fruitful  parts  of  the 
pasture ;  so  neither  must  the  ministerial  shepherd, 
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by  causing  his  flock  to  take  alarm  at  novelties  for 
which  they  are  not  prepared,  irritate  their  minds 
against  the  reception  of  the  most  vital  truths,  and 
undermine  their  reverence  for  the  most  solemn 
ordinances.  He  is  not  to  be  as  a  lord  over  God's 
heritage,  but  an  ensample  to  the  flock,  a  spiritual 
servant  ever  ready  to  administer  to  the  spiritual 
necessities  of  his  brethren. 

He  whose  duty  it  is  to  avoid  even  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  evil,  will  need  greatly  to  be  ashamed,  if 
he  makes  half  his  religion  to  consist  in  an  undue 
attachment  to  outward  show,  or  in  an  approximation 
to  Romish  ceremonies  and  forms  of  expression.  He 
will  thus  have  the  appearance  of  one  trying  how 
near  he  may  venture  to  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  with- 
out falling  over.  And  what  a  spectacle  does  he  thus 
jfresent  to  his  flock,  whom  he  ought  to  lead,  but  who 
either  take  offence,  and  will  not,  or  take  alarm,  and 
dare  not,  follow  him.  He  will  need  to  be  ashamed, 
if  appealing  confidently  to  mere  appearances  as 
proofs  of  God's  blessing,  he  aims  at  producing  these 
appearances  rather  than  solid  realities.  The  fruit  is 
seldom  either  the  most  plentiful  or  the  most  excel- 
lent where  the  foliage  is  most  luxuriant.  The  Apos- 
tle tells  us,  in  regard  to  him  who  from  a  carnal 
impatience  to  witness  the  fruits  of  his  labour,  runs 
up  an  ephemeral  superstructure  of  wood,  hay,  stub- 
ble, on  a  foundation  requiring  gold,  silver,  precious 
stones,  that  his  work  shall  be  burned.  Let  then  the 
Christian  minister  examine  well  his  work,  to  see  if 
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it  will  abide.  And,  finally,  if  he  would  not  be 
ashamed  before  his  flock,  let  him  vigorously  assert  in 
his  life  and  practice  that  Gospel  which  he  preaches 
from  his  pulpit  ^ 

Ever  remembering  that  he  is  a  disciple  of  the 
meek  and  lowly  Jesus,  let  him  have  "  his  moderation 
known  unto  all  men ;"  let  him  stand  aloof,  so  far  as 

^  The  above  remarks  concern  him  more  immediately  in  his 
relation  to  his  flock  ;  but  his  relation  to  his  brethren  in  the 
ministry  is  scarcely  of  less  importance.  Here  he  will  need  to  be 
ashamed,  if  he  be  prone  to  employ  party  passwords,  and  epithets, 
thus  fostering  in  the  Church  the  turmoil,  and  malignity,  and 
division  of  the  naughty  world.  He  will  need  to  be  ashamed  if 
he  demands  for  himself,  whether  in  one  direction  or  the  other, 
more  than  that  ample  latitude  of  opinion,  which  is  wisely  allowed 
by  our  Articles  and  formularies,  for  he  is  thus  violating  good 
faith  and  striking  at  the  root  of  all  mutual  confidence ;  or  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  goes  about  to  circumscribe  the  liberty  of  his 
brethren,  by  imposing  on  them  some  new  test,  as  for  instance  the 
system  of  some  favourite  commentator  whom  he  delights  to  invest 
with  the  infallible  robes.  In  so  doing  he  may  be  opposing  a 
merciful  design  of  our  heavenly  Father,  who  from  the  variety  of 
complexion  he  has  given  to  the  minds  of  men,  would  seem  to 
sanction  some  diversity  of  opinion  ;  his  design  possibly  being  to 
counteract  that  *  stagnation,  towards  which  the  indolence  of  man 
might  otherwise  tend.  At  all  events  he  is  tending  to  split  the 
Church  into  parties  ;  is  setting  up  human  pride  and  self  will ; 
and  setting  at  nought  Christian  charity  and  humility.  And  for 
every  gentle  spirit  whom  by  his  rancorous  intolerance  he  has 
frightened  into  strange  and  unsafe  folds,  for  every  stumbling- 
block  he  has  set  in  the  way  of  unity,  he  will  have  a  solemn 
account  to  render ;  for,  though  offences  must  come,  woe  unto  him 
by  whom  they  come. 

*  Bishop  of  Worcester's  Charge,  1842,  pp.  7  and  28. 
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in  him  lies,  from  the  noisy  strife  of  contending  par- 
ties, nor  suffer  bitterness  and  invective  to  pass  cur- 
rent with  him  as  godly  jealousy,  and  earnestness  for 
the  truth.  His  commission  is  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  infidelity,  irreligion,  sectarianism — to  preach  the 
Gospel  to  the  countless  and  half-fed  poor,  to  instruct 
their  little  ones,  to  minister  to  their  necessities.  If 
he  neglect  this,  his  duty,  to  join  the  cry  or  promote 
the  ends  of  a  party,  he  will  need  greatly  to  be 
ashamed,  and  his  shame  will  surely  find  him  out 
before  the  judgment-seat  at  the  last  day. 

Fourthly,  he  must  be  a  workman  "  rightly  dividing 
the  word  of  truth." 

From  whatever  the  metaphor  be  derived,  and  it  is 
most  probably  from  a  pioneer  cutting  a  road,  the 
scope  of  the  passage  is  much  the  same,  and  the  same 
lesson  may  be  learned  from  it.  The  summary  of 
Christian  doctrine  may  be  viewed  as  an  edifice, 
whose  strength  consists  in  all  its  parts  being  fitly 
framed  together.  Take  away  but  a  single  stone  or 
rafter,  and  the  building  will  at  least  be  weakened,  if 
it  do  not  fall.  Again,  the  entire  Gospel  truth  may 
be  likened  to  an  invigorating  and  life-giving  elixir, 
composed  of  various  ingredients.  In  this  we  observe, 
first,  that  all  the  ingredients  must  be  mixed ;  other- 
wise we  may  form  a  poison.  Thus  the  poison  of 
Antinomianism  has  been  formed  by  omitting  works ; 
the  poison  of  Pelagianism  by  omitting  Divine  grace ; 
the  poison  of  Manicheeism  by  omitting  man's  free- 
will. But  not  only  must  we  mix  all  the  ingredients 
lest  we  form  a  poison,  we  must  mix  each  in  its  due 
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p'oportio7i^  lest  we  detract  from  the  virtue  and  efficacy 
of  the  compound. 

Not  only  must  we  include  every  doctrine  and 
duty,  but  we  must  give  to  each  its  due  share  of 
attention.  This  we  shall  be  little  likely  to  do  if  we 
slavishly  addict  ourselves  to  any  one  school  of  com- 
mentators :  wherefore,  as  the  word  of  God  is  our 
book,  so  let  prayer  to  God  be  our  first  and  chief 
commentator. 

Too  often,  alas!  the  human  understanding  acts 
like  a  coloured  medium  on  the  pure  and  colourless 
light  of  the  Gospel,  allowing  only  certain  rays  to 
pass ;  and,  most  of  all,  when  the  shower  of  contro- 
versy descends,  do  we  see  the  truth  divided  as  the 
bow  in  the  clouds,  and  each  man  intent  upon  his 
favourite  colour.  But  this  tendency  of  the  human 
mind  to  spoil  the  integrity  of  Gospel  truth,  chiefly 
exhibits  itself  in  the  virtual  rejection  of  one  of 
two  doctrines,  which  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  the 
human  understanding  to  reconcile;  both  of  which 
are,  however,  so  clearly  set  forth  in  Scripture,  as  to 
place  their  co-existence  and  coherence  beyond  a 
doubt. 

To  take  an  instance :  the  consistency  of  the  Divine 
decrees  and  of  the  Divine  grace  with  the  free-will  of 
man,  can  be  apprehended  by  us  but  very  imperfectly 
if  at  all :  it  must  be  received  in  humble  faith ;  the 
truths  apparently  opposed  must  both  be  admitted  — 
must  both  affect  our  hearts.  We  are  placed,  as  it 
were,  in  a  valley  in  which  two  lofty  ranges  of  moun- 
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tains  meet.  The  finger  of  God  points  out  our  path  to 
us,  along  the  valley  which  is  common  to  both.  If  wil- 
ful man,  not  caring  rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  truth, 
attempts  to  make  his  way  over  either  range  of  moun- 
tain, he  will  toil  to  no  purpose,  for  the  heights  which 
he  w^ould  surmount  terminate  only  in  the  throne  of 
God  itself.  His  ambition  and  presumption  is  like 
that  of  the  builders  of  old  ;  and  God  will  surely  arise 
and  confound  him.  He  may,  indeed,  feel  a  temporary 
buoyancy  at  his  elevation  above  the  beaten  and  nar- 
row road,  the  rarefied  atmosphere  of  the  heights  may 
create  a  momentary  briskness,  and  he  may  look 
across  with  feelings  bordering  on  contempt  to  the 
wanderers  on  the  opposite  range,  little  dreaming 
that  he  is  in  an  equal  though  opposite  error ;  and  he 
may  look  down  upon  those  in  the  right  path  below 
as  grovelling  and  spiritless.  But  he  is  aiming  at 
things  too  high  for  him,  and  his  understanding  will 
surely  be  darkened. 

Thus  must  we  receive,  as  inseparably  connected, 
the  Divine  grace ^  and  human  free-will;  the  atone- 
ment of  our  Saviour,  and  the  blessed  example  of  his 
most  holy  life;  the  necessity  of  faith,  and  of  fruits  to 

'  It  was  an  excellent  saying  of  Bernard  in  regard  to  these  two 
doctrines :  **Take  away  free  will,  and  nothing  is  left  to  be  saved. 
Take  away  grace,  and  nothing  is  left  which  can  save."  The 
coherence  of  these  two  truths  cannot  be  comprehended  by  man ; 
but  may,  perhaps,  be  illusiraled  by  likening  human  free  will  to  a 
body  animated  by  the  soul  of  Divine  grace  ;  and  then  applying 
the  well  known  mutual  action  between  mind  and  body. 
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follow  it.  Thus  must  we  divide  the  word  of  truth, 
for  otherwise  we  shall  only  be  dividing  it  against 
itself,  and  setting  up  one  portion  of  it  against  another, 
instead  of  taking  the  whole  fitly  framed  together 
into  a  glorious  edifice,  as  it  was  designed  by  the 
Redeemer,  and  fell  from  the  hands  of  those,  who  by 
Him  were  inspired,  and  taught,  and  shown  the  very 
pattern.  We  must  take  the  truth  ^  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth.  And  if  we  look  at  the 
wide  prevalence  of  partial  systems  around  us,  we 
must  be  convinced  that  this  is  no  easy  task,  and  that 
this  our  notice  of  it  is  not  superfluous.  And  if, 
brethren,  it  be  no  easy  task  rightly  to  divide  the 
word  of  truth  for  ourselves,  if  it  be  sometimes  diffi- 
cult, from  trusting  too  much  to  unaided  reason  and 
too  little  to  prayer  and  meditation,  to  settle  our  own 
minds  on  these  momentous  subjects,  how  difficult 
must  it  be  to  divide  the  word  of  truth  for  others. 
Yet  St.  Paul  tells  us  that  this  is  no  small  part  of  our 
ministerial  duty.  Brethren,  that  which  we  cannot 
do  for  ourselves,  the  Holy  Spirit  will  do  for  us.  If 
only  we  constantly  and  earnestly  entreat  Him,  He 
will  place  us  on  an  eminence,  seen  from  which,  all 
the  rough  places  which  have  formerly  troubled  us, 
will  appear  plain ;  and  He  will  enable  us  likewise  to 
make  them  plain  for  others. 

This  right  division,  which  we  have  endeavoured  to 

*  The  truth,  of  course  :  the  whole  truth  in  opposition  to  the 
detractions  of  ultra- Protestantism  ;  nothing  but  the  truth,  in 
opposition  to  the  additions  of  Romanism. 


26 


set  forth  in  regard  to  Christian  doctrine,  time  will 
allow  us  only  briefly  to  allude  to  in  regard  to  Church 
principles.  Here  let  us  guard,  on  the  one  hand, 
against  that  spurious  Protestantism,  which,  exhaust- 
ing itself  in  a  mere  abhorrence  of  Romanism,  vir- 
tually denies  to  the  Church  her  apostolic  character 
and  authority,  and  to  the  sacraments  their  efficacy 
as  channels  of  Divine  grace ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
against  that  pseudo-Catholicism  which  would  ever 
be  paying  court  to  Romanism;  whose  delight  is  in 
mediaeval  and  scholastic  habits  of  thought ;  in  whose 
language  the  Church  is  rather  substituted  fw  than 
derived  from  its  Divine  Head  ^. 

While  we  praise  God  for  our  glorious  Reformation, 
let  it  never  be  lost  sight  of,  that  this  was  only  the 

*  It  can  scarcely  be  denied  that  our  Church,  during  the  first 
portion  of  the  present  century,  in  dwelling  upon  her  Protestant, 
seemed  to  be  fast  losing  sight  of  her  Catholic  character.  Neither 
will  it  be  denied  that  the  feeling  of  the  latter  has  been  wondrously 
revived  of  late  years  ;  however  sad  it  is  to  contemplate  the  error 
and  extravagance  and  recurrence  to  mediaeval  and  scholastic 
habits  of  thought,  with  which  that  revival  has  been  defiled.  Yet  we 
can  scarcely  wonder  at  the  violence  of  this  recoil  from  the  spurious 
ultra-Protestantism  which  so  widely  prevailed;  for  it  is  ever  the 
nature  of  men  to  fly  from  one  extreme  of  error  to  the  opposite,  as 
the  pendulum  flies  past  the  point  of  rest  from  one  extremity  of 
its  beat  to  the  other,  until  at  last,  after  many  oscillations,  each  of 
less  extent  than  the  preceding,  it  is  brought  to  rest.  The  phrases 
of  the  day  are  always  a  pretty  correct  index  of  the  feelings  of  the 
day.  Catholic  was  a  term,  until  of  late,  applied  almost  exclusively 
to  the  Romish  Church.  We  abandoned  that  name,  which  em- 
bodied in  itself  our  dearest  privileges,  nay  our  very  being  as  an 
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purifying,  not  the  founding  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land ;  the  latter  inaccuracy  of  language  has  been  too 
frequently  held,  until  men  have  come  to  think  of  the 

apostolic  Church,  and  were  satisfied  with  a  term,  which  however 
useful  and  necessary  as  a  term  of  contradistinction,  implies  a  mere 
abhorrence  of  Romanism,  a  mere  negation.  We  looked  upon 
Protestantism  as  something  opposed  to  Catholicism,  while  in 
fact  the  truest  Protestantism  is  the  truest  Catholicism  ;  and  just 
so  far  as  Protestantism  departs  from  Catholicism,  just  so  far  is  it 
doing  violence  to  its  true  and  integral  character.  So  far  from 
being  opposed  to  Catholicism,  it  is  opposed  to  the  most  exclusive 
and  uncatholic  demands,  that  were  ever  sought  to  be  enforced 
against  Christian  liberty.  When  Rome  lost  her  purity,  and 
investing  her  priesthood  with  the  mediatorial  character  introduced 
a  bondage  as  intolerable  as  that  of  the  Jewish  law,  compulsory 
confession,  penance,  and  purgatory — in  short,  access  to  God  only 
through  the  priest,  she  forfeited  her  Catholic  character ;  and 
Protestantism  (if  we  give  words  their  meaning)  was  the  recoil 
from  exclusiveness  to  Catholicism, 

Let  us  now  glance  for  a  moment  at  the  last  century,  with  its 
irregularly  directed  zeal  driving  out  a  previous  lethargy.  For 
some  time  past  the  Church  had  been  cemented  by  an  union  rather 
of  habit  than  of  feeling  and  conviction.  Generalization  had  failed 
to  do  its  work  :  apathy  reigned:  individualization  was  the  next 
link  in  the  chain  of  results.  Then  ordinances  came  to  be  under- 
valued, means  of  grace  to  be  set  at  nought,  the  immediate 
inspiration  of  the  Spirit  to  be  looked  for  :  the  social  relation  to 
God  was  merged  in  the  personal  relation.  Every  relic  of  those 
pious  and  earnest  men  who  waged  uncompromising  war  against 
the  religious  torpor  of  the  age  is  stamped  with  this  feature.  The 
subjective  element  ruled  the  day.  Now  again  the  tide  seems 
turning  in  favour  of  the  objective.  Where  we  had  contempt  of 
ordinances  to  combat,  we  may  now  ere  long  have  formalism. 
Let  us  stand  well  on  our  guard. 
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Church  as  a  mere  creation  of  the  civil  power ;  as  an 
organization  not  of  Divine,  but  of  human  authority. 

Finally,  while  we  behold  with  somewhat  of  won- 
der, with  not  a  little  of  sorrow  and  shame,  the  per- 
petual struggle  which  has  since  the  Reformation 
been  carried  on  between  the  objective  and  sub- 
jective elements,  let  us  not  fail  to  perceive  that 
these  two,  which  the  perversity  of  human  nature  is 
ever  separating  and  setting  up  as  fierce  opponents, 
are  in  fact  correlatives,  and  as  such  must  be  united, 
in  order  to  the  healthy  condition  whether  of  Church 
or  individual. 

And  now  only  a  few  words  in  conclusion.  In  how 
pleasant  a  land,  brethren,  is  our  lot  cast.  Our  very 
profession  and  daily  occupation  is  a  means  of  grace 
to  us.  How  anxious  ought  we  then  to  be  to  im- 
prove so  inestimable  a  blessing;  how  careful,  in 
labouring  for  the  salvation  of  others,  to  attain  our 
own.  Let  us  then  carefully  examine  ourselves  of 
the  past.  Let  us  who  have  laboured  but  one  year, 
take  a  retrospect  of  that  period ;  and,  short  as 
it  is,  how  much  cause  shall  we  find  in  every  way 
for  deep  humiliation !  If  we  be  not  chargeable 
with  wilful  unfaithfulness,  we  shall  scarcely  escape  the 
charge  of  lukewarmness,  of  duties  omitted,  whether 
from  indolence,  from  easiness  of  disposition,  from 
reserve,  from  mistaken  sense  of  propriety,  or  from 
a  monopoly  of  attention  to  our  own  private  studies. 
If  we  take  this  retrospect  only  to  indulge  in  the 
luxury  of  inactive  contrition,  we  are  but  laying  the 
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foundation  for  more  serious  negligence  in  future. 
Earnestly  must  we  pray  to  the  Father  of  lights  for 
grace  to  combat  that  infirmity,  from  which  on  this 
side  the  grave  we  shall  never  be  wholly  released. 
Earnestly,  under  his  assistance,  must  we  struggle 
against  it.  Consider,  brethren,  how  dreadful  our 
fate,  if  at  the  last  great  assize  of  the  Son  of  God, 
when  we  deliver  in  our  ministerial  account,  any 
from  among  the  goats,  on  the  left  hand,  shall  cry 
against  us  with  reproachful  accents,  "  We  were 
hungry  and  you  fed  us  not ;  thirsty  and  you  gave  us 

not  to  drink ;  we  lived  amid  a  spiritual  drought 

We  were  scattered  and  you  tended  us  not ;  we  were 
carried  away  from  the  truth  by  ignorant  and  fanatic 
pretenders,  and  you  sought  not  to  reclaim  us."  Oh 
then,  brethren,  woe  unto  us,  woe  unto  us  !  Yet, 
even  for  such  sad  ministerial  unfaithfulness,  with  all 
its  heart-rending  consequences  to  the  souls  of  our 
poor  brethren,  there  is  still,  thanks  to  Almighty  God, 
forgiveness.  We  may  still,  through  Christ,  be  saved, 
but  as  the  Apostle  tells  us,  it  will  be  "  so  as  by  fire." 

And  now  may  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  ^x  our 
hearts,  during  this  solemn  and  sacred  ordinance; 
and  may  these  our  brethren  in  the  Lord  pour  out 
their  fervent  prayers  in  our  behalf. 

Another  day  will  see  us  dispersed,  each  to  his 
little  allotment  in  the  Lord's  vineyard ;  some  to  the 
busy  and  populous  town,  some  to  the  sequestered 
hamlet.      May   we   go,    "our   feet   shod    with   the 
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preparation  of  the  Gospel  of  peace,"  "strong  in 
the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might."  Ere 
another  occasion  calls  us  together,  we  know  not  what 
changes  may  have  taken  place.  And  here  we 
must  be  forcibly  reminded  of  the  absence  from 
among  us,  of  one  who  knelt  with  us  last  year  at 
yonder  altar,  one  richly  endowed  with  Christian 
talents  and  graces,  on  whom  it  has  pleased  our 
heavenly  Father  to  lay  his  chastening  hand,  which,  let 
us  devoutly  pray,  that  it  may  please  Him  mercifully 
to  withdraw.  Ere  we  are  again  summoned  together, 
some  of  us  may  have  been  called  upon  to  give  an 
account  of  our  stewardship.  Some  may  probably 
have  passed  to  distant  spheres  of  labour.  Still,  as 
the  heart  recurs  with  fond  affection  to  the  scenes 
of  childhood,  so  whithersoever  we  may  be  called, 
we  shall  cast  back  many  a  lingering  look  to  the 
scenes  of  our  ministerial  infancy,  and  bring  to 
mind  with  feelings  of  gratitude  the  excellent  ad- 
monition received  from  him,  through  whom,  from 
on  high,  we  were  invested  with  our  ministerial 
commission. 

May  our  adored  Lord  and  Master  long  spare  all 
of  us  to  be  shepherds  in  his  fold,  and  on  this  very 
blessed  day  in  each  returning  year,  when  the  herald 
angels  rehearsed  in  heaven  their  glorious  morrow's 
anthem  for  earth,  may  we  long  celebrate  with  holy 
joy  our  ministerial  birthday.  We  shall  scarcely  all 
of  us  meet  again  on  earth.     Oh  may  we  all  meet 
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in  heaven.  So  help  us  Almighty  Father,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord :  to  whom  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  three  Persons,  one  ever-blessed  and  immortal 
God,  be  ascribed  all  praise  and  thanksgiving,  now 
and  for  evermore.     Amen, 


THE    END. 
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